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§ 657.5 Policy. 
Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) policy is that each State en-
force vehicle size and weight laws to 
assure that violations are discouraged 
and that vehicles traversing the high-
way system do not exceed the limits 
specified by law. These size and weight 
limits are based upon design specifica-
tions and safety considerations, and 
enforcement shall be developed and 
maintained both to prevent premature 
deterioration of the highway pavement 
and structures and to provide a safe 
driving environment.

§ 657.7 Objective. 
The objective of this regulation is 

the development and operation by each 
State of an enforcement process which 
identifies vehicles of excessive size and 
weight and provides a systematic ap-
proach to eliminate violations and thus 
improve conditions.

§ 657.9 Formulation of a plan for en-
forcement. 

(a) Each State shall develop a plan 
for the maintenance of an effective en-
forcement process. The plan shall de-
scribe the procedures, resources, and 
facilities which the State intends to 
devote to the enforcement of its vehi-
cle size and weight laws. Each State 
plan must be accepted by the FHWA 
and will then serve as a basis by which 
the annual certification of enforcement 
will be judged for adequacy. 

(b) The plan shall discuss the fol-
lowing subjects: 

(1) Facilities and resources. (i) No pro-
gram shall be approved which does not 
utilize a combination of at least two of 
the following listed devices to deter 
evasion of size and weight measure-
ment in sufficient quantity to cover 
the FA system: fixed platform scales; 
portable wheel weigher scales; 
semiportable or ramp scales; WIM 
equipment. 

(ii) Staff assigned to the program, 
identified by specific agency. Where 
more than one State agency has weight 
enforcement responsibility, the lead 
agency should be indicated. 

(2) Practices and procedures. (i) Pro-
posed plan of operation, including geo-
graphical coverage and hours of oper-
ation in general terms. 

(ii) Policy and practices with respect 
to overweight violators, including off-
loading requirements for divisible 
loads. In those States in which off-
loading is mandatory by law, an ad-
ministrative variance from the legal 
requirement shall be fully explained. In 
those States in which off-loading is 
permissive administrative guidelines 
shall be included. 

(iii) Policy and practices with respect 
to penalties, including those for re-
peated violations. Administrative di-
rectives, booklets or other written cri-
teria shall be made part of the plan 
submission. 

(iv) Policy and practices with respect 
to special permits for overweight. Ad-
ministrative directives, booklets or 
other written criteria shall be made 
part of the plan submission. 

(3) Updating. Modification and/or ad-
ditions to the plan based on experience 
and new developments in the enforce-
ment program. It is recognized that the 
plan is not static and that changes 
may be required to meet changing 
needs.

§ 657.11 Evaluation of operations. 

(a) The State shall submit its en-
forcement plan or annual update to the 
Office of Motor Carriers in the FHWA 
division office by July 1 of each year. 
However, if a State’s legislative or 
budgetary cycle is not consonant with 
that date, the FHWA and the State 
may jointly select an alternate date. In 
any event, a State must have an ap-
proved plan in effect by October 1 of 
each year. Failure of a State to submit 
or update a plan will result in the 
State being unable to certify in accord-
ance with § 657.13 for the period to be 
covered by the plan. 

(b) The Office of Motor Carriers in 
the FHWA division office shall review 
the State’s operation under the accept-
ed plan on a continuing basis and shall 
prepare an evaluation report annually. 
The State will be advised of the results 
of the evaluation and of any needed 
changes either in the plan itself or in 
its implementation. Copies of the eval-
uation report and subsequent modifica-
tions resulting from the evaluation 
shall be forwarded through the Re-
gional Director of Motor Carriers to 
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the Washington, D.C., Headquarters of-
fice. 

[59 FR 30418, June 13, 1994]

§ 657.13 Certification requirement. 

Each State shall certify to the Fed-
eral Highway Administrator, before 
January 1 of each year, that it is en-
forcing all State laws respecting max-
imum vehicle size and weight per-
mitted on what, prior to October 1, 
1991, were the Federal-aid Primary, 
Secondary, and Urban Systems, includ-
ing the Interstate System, in accord-
ance with 23 U.S.C. 127. The States 
must also certify that they are enforc-
ing and complying with the ISTEA 
freeze on the use of LCV’s and other 
multi-unit vehicles. The certification 
shall be supported by information on 
activities and results achieved during 
the preceding 12-month period ending 
on September 30 of each year. 

[59 FR 30418, June 13, 1994]

§ 657.15 Certification content. 

The certification shall consist of the 
following elements and each element 
shall be addressed even though the re-
sponse is negative: 

(a) A statement by the Governor of 
the State, or an official designated by 
the Governor, that the State’s vehicle 
weight laws and regulations governing 
use of the Interstate System conform 
to 23 U.S.C. 127. 

(b) A statement by the Governor of 
the State, or an official designated by 
the Governor, that all State size and 
weight limits are being enforced on the 
Interstate System and those routes 
which prior to October 1, 1991, were 
designated as part of the Federal-aid 
Primary, Urban, and Secondary Sys-
tems, and that the State is enforcing 
and complying with the provisions of 23 
U.S.C. 127(d) and 49 U.S.C. 31112 Urban-
ized areas not subject to State jurisdic-
tion shall be identified. The statement 
shall include an analysis of enforce-
ment efforts in such areas. 

(c) Except for Alaska and Puerto 
Rico, the certifying statements re-
quired by paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
section shall be worded as follows (the 
statements for Alaska and Puerto Rico 
do not have to reference 23 U.S.C. 127(d) 

in (c)(2), or include paragraph (c)(3) of 
this section):

I, (name of certifying official), (position title), 
of the State of lllllll do hereby cer-
tify:

(1) That all State laws and regula-
tions governing vehicle size and weight 
are being enforced on those highways 
which, prior to October 1, 1991, were 
designated as part of the Federal-aid 
Primary, Federal-aid Secondary, or 
Federal-aid Urban Systems; 

(2) That the State is enforcing the 
freeze provisions of the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 (23 U.S.C. 127(d) and 49 U.S.C. 
31112); and 

(3) That all State laws governing ve-
hicle weight on the Interstate System 
are consistent with 23 U.S.C. 127 (a) and 
(b). 

(d) If this statement is made by an 
official other than the Governor, a 
copy of the document designating the 
official, signed by the Governor, shall 
also be included in the certification 
made under this part. 

(e) A copy of any State law or regula-
tion pertaining to vehicle sizes and 
weights adopted since the State’s last 
certification and an analysis of the 
changes made. Those laws and regula-
tions pertaining to special permits and 
penalties shall be specifically identi-
fied and analyzed in accordance with 
section 123 of the Surface Transpor-
tation Assistance Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 
95–599). 

(f) A report of State size and weight 
enforcement efforts during the period 
covered by the certification which ad-
dresses the following: 

(1) Actual operations as compared 
with those forecast by the plan sub-
mitted earlier, with particular atten-
tion to changes in or deviations from 
the operations proposed. 

(2) Impacts of the process as actually 
applied, in terms of changes in the 
number of oversize and/or overweight 
vehicles. 

(3) Measures of activity—(i) Vehicles 
weighed. Separate totals shall be re-
ported for the annual number of vehi-
cles weighed on fixed scales, on 
semiportable scales, on portable scales, 
and on WIM when used for enforce-
ment. 
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